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Marieken Cochius

A tension between what is present and what is sensed but cannot be 

touched continues to be the most consistent theme in my work. I am 

inspired by the origins of life, where energy needs to be temporarily 

contained and constrained in order for a transformation to happen. 

Chaos predominates in our world. There are no boundaries, everything 

is in flux and patterns are temporary, yet we try to live by perceived 

networks and systems. This duality inspires me to catch the sensuality 

of the temporary and immaterial. The surface and texture of my 

materials are of vital importance in all my works. I want to touch the 

surface of a piece, feel the materiality (even of a line), and see shifts 

in different light or from different angles. I strive to have my lines and 

texture become organic structures that are forever changing. 

Marieken Cochius is a Dutch-born artist who has lived and worked in 

New York City since 1987, and in the Hudson Valley since 2013. Her 

work encompasses drawing, painting, sculpture and printmaking. 

Cochius’ work has been exhibited in places ranging from New York City, 

NY,  Berkeley, CA,  Austin, TX,  Los Angeles, CA, to Japan, Germany 

and the Netherlands. Her work is in numerous private collections and 

some public collections in the US and Europe. She has collaborated 

with musicians and other artists. A public sculptural commission was 

completed in 2017 for the Village of Wappingers Falls, NY and will be 

installed in 2018.

Recent solo shows in 2016 were at Matteawan Gallery in Beacon, NY, 

and Holland Tunnel Gallery in Brooklyn, NY. She has participated in 

two residencies at the Vermont Studio Center. Cochius has shown in 

recent group exhibitions at Ann Street Gallery, Newburgh, NY; Kentler 

International Drawing Center, Brooklyn, NY; LAB Space,Hillsdale, NY; 

Sideshow Gallery, Brooklyn, NY; Ube Gallery, Berkeley, CA; Brick Gallery, 

Catskill, NY.  

Jackie Skrzynski

Throughout her career, Jackie Skrzynski’s art has challenged physical 

and psychological boundaries between humans and nature. In 

this most recent work, she collapses the perception of interior and 

exterior space. The folds, curves and branches in her imagery suggest 

similarities between anatomical and botanical forms. Her references 

pull from her garden or walking through the woods near her home. 

These places provide inspiration and a sense of connection with a 

larger natural system. Observing growth, decay, and rebirth, she 

intends to convey her perception of nature as equally beautiful and 

unsettling. 

Skrzynski received a BA from UNC-Chapel Hill and an MFA from 

University at Albany where she studied with Thom O’Connor and Ken 

Johnson. Skrzynski has been in group exhibitions chosen by Kara 

Walker, Warrington Colescott, Thomas Collins, and Amy Lipton, to 

name a few. Recent exhibitions include a solo show at The Seligmann 

Center, Sugar Loaf, NY, and Earthbound, a 3-person exhibition in 

Beacon, NY.  Her work has been featured in group shows in universities 

and galleries including a repurposed slaughterhouse in France. In 2018, 

she was awarded a grant from the Barbara Deming Memorial Fund and 

is a 4-time recipient of the Orange County Individual Artist award. 

In 2005, Skrzynski founded PUG Projects in Newburgh, NY, where 

she curates pop-up art exhibitions in economically struggling 

neighborhoods.  In 2009, Skrzynski also created a year-long collaborative 

art piece called “Silent Walks on the Half-Moon.” Participants walked on 

Storm King Mountain in silence at 6pm on the waxing half-moon each 

month for an entire year. Skrzynski has been at residencies at the Burr 

House in Woodstock, NY and the Sodus ArtBank in Sodus, NY. She lives 

in the Hudson Valley.

Ecological complexity is a multidisciplinary field of research that borrows tools and concepts from the core disciplines of complex systems science (physics, 
mathematics, computer science) as a means of studying the  relationships between pattern and process in natural systems.


