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 Work in Progress 

 

Developing 

 

Proficient 

 

High Quality 

 
Writer’s Purpose/Meaning/Voice Writer uses pictures. 

 
 

 
 
 

Writer uses pictures with 
scribbles. 
 

 
 

Writer uses pictures and writes 
letters that represent beginning 
sounds describing picture. 

 
B (Boy)  

Writer uses pictures and 
writes using inventive 
spelling. 

 
  boe (boy) 

Writer’s Audience/Details/ 
Vocabulary  
 

Writer uses a simple 
picture to represent 
an idea.  
 
 

 
 

Writer uses simple 
pictures.  Scribbles 
represent words or ideas. 
Random letters may be 
used.  
 

 

  
atlimq 

Writer uses letter sounds or 
early inventive spelling that 
include “I,” “me,” and “my.” 
  
 

 
 
MFMLE 

Writer adds pictures 
that have more details 
(for example, color and 
size). Writers uses 
inventive spelling. 
Feelings are stated to 
help reader understand 
pictures. 

 
 
MI HAPE FAMLE 

Writer’s Structure/Organization Writer uses random 
scribbles. 
 
 

Writer uses some scribble 
writing and a few written 
random letters. 

Writer uses appropriate letters 
to convey messages. 
 
MHFMLE 

Writer begins to use 
letter strings with 
beginning sounds and 
spacing between words. 
 
 
MI HAPE FAMLE 

Writer’s 
Conventions/Mechanics/Grammar 

Writer only includes 
picture and/or 

Writer uses all uppercase 
or all lowercase letters 

Writer uses both uppercase and 
lowercase letters but no 
punctuation. 

Writer uses both 
uppercase and 
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scribble and may 
have random letters.  

  

 KT  

with some random letters 
and uses no punctuation. 

 
KATSW  

 
TCatiswit 
(The cat is white.) 

lowercase letters as well 
as uses punctuation. 

 
The cat is white. 

Self-Evaluation including 
Proofreading/Editing  

Writer asks teacher 
to review work and to 
fix writing. 
 
 

 
 

Writer reviews work and 
asks teacher for guidance 
and direction to make 
changes. 
 

 

Writer uses Word-Wall Words 
and environmental print to 
check words and spelling. 
 
 

 

Writer uses Word-Wall  
Words and 
environmental print to 
check words and 
spelling, checks that 
punctuation is present 
and correct, and checks 
to see if writing has 
upper and lowercase 
letters. 
 

 
 
The cat is white. 
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